
Mapping agency following the 
1991 Docklands’ regeneration: 
Can performance alter agency in 

Canary Wharf?

Natalia Biglou, Akrivi-Ioanna Chiotini, Claire French, Isabel Jakob


Surge

Amon Tobin

ISAM, track 4/12, disc /

2011

Amon Tobin

125.23543

eng - 
Listen to the entire Amon Tobin discography for free at:

http://www.amontobin.com�










Mapping agency following the 
1991 Docklands’ regeneration: 
Can performance alter agency in 

Canary Wharf?



“Most important of all, they promised to transform plac-
es by increasing not only their own property values but 
those in the surrounding areas, bringing in so much 
wealth that it somehow flows out to the gates of the 
gated properties and ‘tickles down’ to the surround-
ing poor. This was the idea of ’regeneration’, a word 
which came into use during the 1980s, and means 
‘rebirth’ in Latin. Rather than the more prosaic ‘rede-
velopment’, it conjures up the image of the phoenix of 
Canary Wharf and the new economy rising from the 
ashes of Docklands and Britain’s industrial past..”
A. Minton, Ground Control, 2013
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Most pleasant + relax place in London Concrete Jungle Modern  -  Industrial

Heart of London :) <3 Lost opportunities Awesome  -  Fantastic

Canary Wharf is one of the most beautiful 
place in London

Steril Modern !
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“We are witnessing the revenge of nomadism over 
the principle of territoriality and settlement. In the fluid 
stage of modernity, the settled majority is ruled by 
the nomadic and exterritorial elite. Keeping the roads 
free for nomadic traffic and phasing out the remaining 
check-points has now become the meta-purpose of 
politics.”
Z. Bauman, Work, Consumerism and The New Poor, 1998



Liquid Modernity



“Docklands Development Corporation was 
established in 1981 to restore and renew 
the wasteland left by the closure of the 
London Docks […] trade had been lost and 
the manufacturing industries moved out 
and closed down to make room for what 
we now know as Canary Wharf.”
P. Ackroyd, London: A Biography, 2000



“Nowhere is the demand greater for free 
WiFi than in Canary Wharf where big 
business deals are being struck every 
day, often away from the office and on the 
move.”
Gavin Franks, Managing Director of O2 Wifi



Tinder





“We are witnessing the revenge of nomadism over 
the principle of territoriality and settlement. In the 
fluid stage of modernity, the settled majority is 
ruled by the nomadic and exterritorial elite. Keep-
ing the roads free for nomadic traffic and phasing 
out the remaining check-points has now become 
the meta-purpose of politics.”
Z. Bauman, Liquid Modernity, 2000









Emma Warden, Community and Sports Coordinator, Canary Wharf Group plc



Tower
Hamlets



“We make at least one sharp turn: stop 
harassing the poor through welfare-to-
work programmes; give them instead a 
basic income and set up spaces for the 
development of people’s natural instinct 
for craftmanship.”
Z. Bauman, Work, Consumerism and The New Poor, 1998







Tai, jobseeker
“A lot has changed here.”



“Before the living wage campaign we ran a big skills match project and many 
of our member groups, churches and East London mosque and others 
opened their doors as training centres to train people who wanted to be paid 
for the many opportunities in East London at the time for construction work. 
That has often been the problem that construction work in East London is 
booming and has boomed for 20 years. But the skilled work is drawn from 
across the world and there is nothing wrong with that but it is much easier and 
much better for the environment if people are employed locally and if they 
have the skills, rather than sitting home. So we put some energy into training 
people up and getting them into the right jobs so they can be first in the 
queue.”
Neil Jameson, Executive Director, Citizens UK
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“Tower Hamlets […] remains a place of extremes. Notable by its relative 
absence, by comparison with the London average, is what might be 
called the middle or intermediate range of skills, employment prospects 
and jobs. This ‘missing middle’ effect is linked to the particular pattern 
of housing tenure and the pricing of accommodation, and its interface 
with household incomes and wealth. The very wealthy and the very poor 
predominate in Tower Hamlets, with little bridging them economically 
or socially. At its worst, this represents a kind of bipolar world in which 
two distinct groups are separated as much by psychological or cultural 

space as by physical or spatial barriers.”  
Tower Hamlets Local Economic Assessment 2010





“Once, a city was divided in two parts. One part became the Good Half, the other part the Bad Half. The inhabitants 
of the Bad Half began to flock to the good part of the divided city, rapidly swelling into an urban exodus.The people 
of London could choose: those who wanted to be admitted to this zone of hyperdensity became ‘The Voluntary 
Prisoners of Architecture.’” 

“Originally no more than some pathetic strings of barbed wire abruptly dropped on the imaginary line of the border, 
its psychological and symbolic effects were infinitely more powerful than its physical appearance. The Good Half, 
now glimpsed only over the forbidding obstacle from an agonizing distance, became even more irresistible. Those 
trapped, left behind in the gloomy Bad Half, became obsessed with vain plans for escape. Hopelessness reigned 
supreme on the wrong side of the Wall. As so often before in this history of mankind, architecture was the guilty 
instrument of despair. [...] Suddenly, a strip of intense metropolitan desirability runs through the center of London. 
[...] Two walls enclose and protect this zone to retain its integrity and to prevent any contamination [...] Apart from 
these three main buildings, the only tangible exhibits in the Square are small buildings that resemble pawns on the 
grid of an ancient game. They are dropped like meteorites of unknown metaphysical meaning, waiting to be moved 
to the next intersection of the game; with each move they are further deciphered. 
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R. Koolhaas, E. Zenghelis, M. Vriesendorp, Z. Zenghelis, Exodus or the Voluntary Prisoners of Architecture, London, 1972
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